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INTERASIAN AFFAIRS 


RAJYA SABHA DISCUSSES PAKISTAN'S ‘ISLAMIC BOMB" 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Aug 82 p 5 


[Text } 


CSO: 


NFEW DELHI, August 3 (UND). 


1 defeme minister, Mr. R. 

Venkataraman, told the Rajya 
Sabha today that Pakistan was 
gong ahead with the “process of 
entichment of wrantum”™ which could 
be used both for peaceful purposes 
and for manufacturing nuclear 
“ecapuns. 

Replying to Mr, K. C. Pant during 
qucsiwn. sour. he sand he got this m- 
formation from the ‘video tape of 
what is called the Islam bomb’ which 
be saw along with other members of 
the defence Conmswlialive committee 

Mr. Dinesh Goswami, wasted to 
keew ebhether the tape could be 
shown te other mewhers of partie- 
ment, Vir, Venkataraman wid be hed 
me objection, if the member so de 
vered. 

Keplymmg to supplementaries he. how- 
cvtr, sand. “Whenever we sce such re- 
ports ¥e try t vwernly them from our 
sources and make contingency plans to 
meet the situation.” 

in reply to Mr. S. C. Jha, the mini- 
ster caplainned that "he government 
had no “positive information whether 
Pakistan is doing anything to further 
its nuclest capability.” 

The muneter wmformed Mr. Satya- 
marayana Reddy that discussions on 
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arms reduction betecen§ lodia and 
Pakoten would have wo follow an 
agreemem on the propesed fo-war 
pact. 

Mr. K. C. Pam felt that Pakistan's 
nucleer plan could not be explained in 
terms of “peaceful aves of mucicar en- 
ergy.” Me wanted the gpovernmen to 
take the peop'e into confidence about 
ity possible wmpact. 

P.T.1. adds: Replying to the main 
question of Mr. 5. ©. Jha, the defence 
munester said the govermment had seen 
reperts about the manulacture of cer- 
tam types of rockets n= Pakistan. 
While Pakistan «as not known to he 
manulacturing advance “arming ard 
control sysiem (AW ACS) aircraft, a 
continued to develup ts defence pro- 
duction capamives The government 
momiored ali developments mmpimneng 
on India’s security for iutrateng appro- 
Prate medtures to enwite fali defence 
preparedness. 

“I caenot say on the authority of 
the government that Pakistan ts going 
to explode an atomic bomb.” Mr. 
Venkataraman said in reply to supple- 
mentaries from Mr. Jha. 

He said India had cxpressed ils op- 
position to the U.S. tm any assistance 
to Pakistan in developing its capability 
to manutacture nuclear weapons or to 
the supply of sophisucated weapons, 





AUSTRALIA 


TRADE UNIONS IN PORT CITIES PROTEST U.S. N-SHIP VISIT 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 13 Jul 82 p 1 
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DEMOCRATS OPPOSE STATE POWER OVER NUCLEAR FUEL INDUSTRY 


Resistance to Legislation 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 13 Jul 82 p 1 


[Article by Russell Schneider] 


[Text ] THE Australian Democrats 
decided to 
any legislation by 


the legislation after Partia- 
ment resumes next month. 
giving the States greater con- 
trol over health and other 
aspects of uranium develop- 
ment 

The Government is studying 
a report from a committee set 
up to review the Atomic En- 


: 
i 


; 
; 
i 
i 


) 
¢ 


through the Goor by 
giving control to the States. 
“But to do this they will have 
to introduce some enabling 
legislation to the Federal 
Parliament. We will oppose 
this all the way. 

wisely recognised a beng 
is as 
can aa 


Government Reaction 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 14 Jul 82 p 16 


AUSTRALIA 


[Text] CANBERRA--Regulatory processes for a nuclear power and enrichment in- 
dustry in Australia will be in force well before the indus:ry gets under way, 


according to the Federal Government. 


The National Development and Energy Minister, Senator Sir John Carrick, out- 
lined the legislation yesterday, following the Australian Democrats’ commitment 


to oppose it. 








The legislation was foresradowed some months ago, but is not expected to come 
before Parliamen* in the immediate future. 


Negotiations are continuing with the states and the ‘egislation is not expected 
to be completed this year. 


“The new legislative base will not be promotional, but is intended to ensure 
that regulatory processes covering nuclear activities are firmly established 
before such activities arise,” Senator Carrick said. 


The National Energy Advisory Committee on Nuclear Power in Australia had en- 
phasised the importance of having such legislation in place in advance. 


Senator Carrick said the new legislation would recognise the respective con- 
stitutional responsibilities of the Commonwealth and the states. 


Areas of environment. health and safety involved traditional state responsibil- 
ities and the legislation couldbe expected to reflect that. 


Senator Carrick took issue with the Democrats’ claims that the nuclear industry 
was no longer economically viable. 


Independent research institutions had concluded that nuclear energy might meet 
about 40 percent of the energy market by 2030. 
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AUSTRALIA 


CONTROVERSY SURROUNDS BEN LOMOND URANIUM PROJECT 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 13 Jul 82 p 15 
[Article by Bill Ord} 


[Text | 


“lt was most unfortunate that 


Mr Casey saw fit at the weekend Freach principals, said it 





to say that a 
government would not let the M- ie rety chen 4 =" 
natome project go ahead if 1 had $80 million capital outlay to de- 
not got off the ground before La- velop Ben Lomond, 50 kin west of 
bor gained power Townsville, would mean in terms 
“It was equally unfortunate of jobs and a boost to the local 
that he also said that, if the economy 

were under way, Labor He said conservation-move- 
would close it down ment objections to the project on 
Mr Cehen, a Frenchman, said the pounds of « pouibly nade 
Mr Cc appeared to believe quate containment of toxic wastes 


internationally-accepted rules 
about the destination of its urani- 


um would ensure that any exports 
from Ben Lomond oo 
sibly find their way into 
weapons 


Mr Caben, who returned at the 
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AUSTRALIA 


VICTORIAN LABORITES SEEK TO REVERSE SOFT NUCLEAR LINE 


Melbourne THE ACE in Exglish 13 Jul 82 p 5 


[Article by Peter Stephens |) 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


THREAT TO YEELIRRIE URANIUM--THE ALP's watered-down uranium policy would stop 
deveiopment of the $325 million Yeelirrie project in Western Australia even 
though almost $25 million had already been spent, the State Government claimed 
yesterday. The acting Minister for Resources, Mr MacKinnon, said: "The new 
policy would seem to me that the Western Mining Corporation's project could not 
proceed under a State Labor government. "The new ALP policy is so confusing-- 

a mix of outright banning and conditional phasing out of uranium mines--that the 
Opposition owes it to the people of Western Australia and the companies con- 
cerned to say whether they would permit the Yeelirrie development. "The project, 
in which huge amounts have already been invested, would create several hundred 
jobs. The most damaging aspect of the ALP's position on this issue is the un- 
certainties set up in the minds of prospective developers. Overseas companies 
will obviously think twice before investing in a project under these circum- 
stances." [Canberra THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN in Enylish 10-11 Jul 82 p 6) 


MARY KATHLEEN DEMISE--The north-west Queensland uranium mining town of Mary 
Kathleen would be dismantled and bulldozed into the ground later this year 

if not found economically viable, the Local Government Minister, Mr Hinze, 
said yesterday. Mr Hinze said he was hopeful the town could be preserved, 

but not if it proved to be a financial drain on the government. Mary Kathleen 
Uranium Ltd, a CRA subsidiary, expects to have stockpiled sufficient supplies 
of yellowcake to meet existing orders by the end of the September and does 
not plan to negotiate new contracts for the remaining ore. The town of 1000 
people is solely dependent on the mine, which opened in 1956. Some families 
have lived there for three generations. The Minister was to have a meeting 

in Brisbane today with representatives of the mining company, Cloncurry Shire 
Council and the National Party Member for Mount Isa, Mr Bertoni, for final 
discussions on the town's fate. Last month, Mr Hinze visited the community 
and said he found residents willing to remain if the town could be saved. To- 
day's meeting would centre on the feasibility of Mary Kathleen becoming a sat- 
ellite suburb of Cloncurry Shire or being preserved as a model mining town 

for tourists, he said. [Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 19 Jul 82 p 3] 
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INDIA 


AGREEMENT ON TARAPUR FUEL 'A HAPPY COMPROMISE' 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 31 Jul 82 p 8 


{[Editorie1] 


[Text] The agreement between India and the U.S. on enriched 
uranium supplies to the Tarapur atomic power plant is a 
happy compromise on wha: had unfortunately become a ma- 
jor irritant in Indo-U.S. relations. Mrs. Gandhi's visit to the 
US., intended to repair those ties, could not have begun on 
a more fruitful note. The via media arrived at allows both 
sides to maintain their cssential principles intact without 
causing this country the material damage that the indefinite 
denia! of nuclear fuel to Tarapur would have wrought. Under 
a 1963 agreement, the U.S. had contracted to supply Tara- 
pur with enriched uranium until 1993. But it was willing to 
continue to honour the agreement only under the terms of 
the nuclear non-proliferation act it passed in 1978, which re- 
quired India to accept full-scope safeguards before it could 
qualify for further shipments. This called for India to accept 
safeguards not only for Tarapur. which the Americans had 
helped to build, but also for all its future nuclear plants in 
the construction of which the Americans may have no hand. 
What is more, the Americans held that India could not re- 
process spent fuel at Tarapur on its own even if they chose 
to renege on their 1963 commitment. 


Under the agreement now reached, Tarapur will get 
enriched uranium, but from France, not the US. Supplics 
will no longer be interrupted since there will be no more 
U.S. congressional hassles for either the Indian government 
or the U.S. executive to worry about. The fresh fuel, as well 
as the existing byproduct of the American-supplicd fuel al- 
ready used, will be subject to safeguards. But they will not 
be “full-scope safeguards”, which India had refused to 

. Since the U.S. will not be supplying fuel to a coun- 
trv that does not full-scope safeguards, Amcrica will 
not be in violation of its 1978 liw. By gett.ng the fucl it 
wants without having to accept full-scope safeguards. India’s 
stand has been upheld. Since both fresh and spent fucl will 
he safeguarded at Tarapur, the US. should be satisfied. 
Since India cannot reprocess without U.S. consent (jo nt 

stermination™ is the phrase) either the spent fucl that exists 
or the future residue from the use of fresi fucl, the US. 
has had its way. The agreemat is no small c.in for this 
country. By tak’ng a stand on principle (refusing full-scope 
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salfcguards), it has shown that it can't be pushed around. By 
being flexible in devising a settlement (aerecing to “joint 
determination” of existing and future spent fucl at Tarapur), 
it has demonstrated its realism. President Reagan has done 
the same. He has not violated the U.S. non-proliferation 
law and he has ensured that neither India nor Indo-US. 
relations will suffer on this account. 


10 








ANALYST PREDICTS CRITICISM OF TARAPUR AGREEMENT 


Madras THE HINDU in English 31 Jul 82 p 1 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


{Text ] 


NEW DELHI, July 30. 

The agreement in principle reached 
between India and the United States for the use 
of French nuclear fuel at Tarapur has yet to be 
formalised through a trilateral arrangement 
spelling out precisely the terms and conditions 
under which enriched uranium will be supplied 
by France cvith adequate guar. tees for con- 
tinued IAEA supervision. 

There will be a detaileti discussion on the 
nature and scope of these safeguards when the 
Frencs Foreign Minister. Mr. Claude 
arrives in Delhi on Acvgust 7 on his way back 
from a visit to China 


French view 
The new formula for running the Tarapur 
plant with French fuel within the of 


the 1963 Indo-US. agreemen has. 90 doubt, 
been worked out in consultation with France. 
But France is not likely to corwmence the ship- 
ments until the question of 
safequards has been settled to its satisfaction. 


the moves of the international Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) to tighten the safeguards and 
plug the loopholes in the existing inspection 


The new system evolved by the IAEA 
does not insist on fullscope safeguards on the 
entwe nuclear establishment of a recipient na- 
tion, but applies the so-called pursuit clause to 


any : 
rivatives of safeguarded nuclear materials are 
used by it. The conditions that are go 
attached ; 
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U.S. approvai, along with an underst« that 
the phtoniven derived from it be 
sold to the U.S. at a mutually agreeable price 
When U.S. backed out 


INDIA 
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COMMENTATOR DISCUSSES PROBLEMS OF TARAPUR AGREEMENT 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 5 Aug 82 p 8 


[Article by Inder Malhotra] 


[Text] 


[" " —, fair that the eettle- 
ment the vered weve of 
nuclear feat for Tarapur during 
Mrs. Gandhi's viet two the United 
States should have been widely 
welcomed both bere and in the 
LS. Sence the dispute over the 
supply of enriched uranium to the 
power station had become a major 
writant w the relations between 
the two countries, its elummation, 
through a compromise which en- 
ables both sides to stk to ther 
tasic stands, cannot but be bene- 
ficval. But &« will be equally fair to 
recognise that if ihe new deal on 

Tarapur bas solved some soobteme, 
nu has created some others. The 
awareness has indeed become 
sharper as the implicatbens of what 
sas announced om the fet dav 
of the Prime Minwters stay m 
Washington have becom: <'earer. 

Nothing underscures the gnaw- 
ing doubts and uncertainties that 
persist more effectively than the 
sharp divergence, even after the 
latest Washington accord, bet- 
ween Indian and American 
tons on . wital question re- 
processing the spent Terapur 
fuel. Mra. “Gendhi , to say 
nothing of the officials accom 
panying her, has categorically 
declared that India has an absolute 
right to reprocess the spent . 
at Taraper at a reprocesen gee Bye 
that has been lying virtually idle 
since 1975, though « was designed 
and built in close consultation 
vith the U.S. in order to establish 
its “sefeguardatility” in terms of 
the orignal Tarapur agreement 
signed for a “D-year permed in 
1%). But thie has been stoully con- 
tested by top U.S. officials. 

They claim that ewen after the 
transference to France of US. 
responsivity to keep Tarapur 
cupphed with enriched uranium, 
the reprocessing of the = «pent 
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Tarapur fuel would continue to be 
sulyect to “jornt determinatien by 
India and the US.” Since this re 
a cuphemam for US. weta, the 
contrad«cthon between the two 
pottens has to be resolved with- 
out delay. For contnuing div 
agreement over reprocessing "s 
bownd to mar the accord that 
otherwise bypasses the carlier US. 
insistence on Indian acceptance of 
“full-scope” safeguards a+ a price 
for the assured supply cf enriched 
uranium to Tarapur. 


Storage Problem 


Keproceseng is vital to India. 
For one thing, the spent fuel rods 
at Tarapur arc already creatine an 
acute protiem of storage. For 
another, this country’s inability to 
cttrat plutonwm from the spent 
Tarapur fuel «= bound to aggra- 
sate the difficwltics faced by its 
all-omportant fast breeder = pro- 
framrne 

There is 90 reason, however, 
why the disagreement over re- 
processing cannot be overcome, 
Unlike the Carter regome, the Rea- 
gan admunisiratron m not making a 
fetosh of OPpesng reprocessing. In- 
deed ut has reversed the carher US 
poly on the subject and allowed 
West Germony and Japan to repro- 
cows the spent feel in their posses 
won. Why showld i discriminate 
acamst ledia” But the trowble & 
that even after the reprocessing 
mue © somehow got out of the 
*at, some other serious problems 
created by the mew Washington 
accowd will rermmam wnlees satis 
factory solutions to them are 
found in the course of the forth. 
coming negotiations to fill in the 
details of the broed waderstanding 
reached over Tarapur. The chair- 
man of the Atomc Faergy Com- 
mission, Dr. Momi Sethna, is lcav- 


INDIA 











ing for Washingten for this pur- 
on Saturday. On the same day, 


the Washington accord poses re- 
lates to the future of MON, the 
mixed oxide } cycle, a 
country has developed as an - 
er mg to the US. enriched 
uranium, A sum of Rs. 35 crores 
and an enormous amount of s'- 
entific talent have already been 
invested in this venture. Ix all this 


Doubts Unjustified 


it may be that some doubts 
exist amony policy makers abowl 
the efficacy of the MOX fuel. li 
~w, these do not seem justified, ev- 
pecially in view of the fact that 
until recently this country wa, 
cold to French and Soviet offers 
of alternative fuel for Tarap:r 
and was proclaiming — to US 
negotiators, among vthers — iis 
determination to run tlarapur on 
the mized otide fucl 

in fact. around this time last 
year, Mr. Narasimha Rao had 
bluntly declared in Parliament that 
the Tarapur agreement had been 
breached by the U.S. in all but 
name and therefore the only 
thing that remained to be donc 
was to “give wt a decent burial.” 

The slow stages in which suc- 
cessive shifts took place in this 
policy, leading to the Washington 
accord make an interesting study. 
From all accounts it scems that 
a decision in principle to avert 
the abrogation of the original 
Tarapur agreement was taken some 
time in December last in the wider 
interest not only of avoiding reed- 
less damage to Indo-US. relations 
but also of pusitively improving 
them. The U.S. response to this 
was prompt. 

By April this year the broad 
outlines of the trilateral Indo-US - 
French arrangement, announced 
in Washington last week, had taken 
shape. But it was in the second 
week of July, when the U.S. am- 
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bassador to this country, Mr. 
Harry Barnes. Icft for Washins- 
ton in connection with Mrs. Gan- 
dhi's visit that a firm proposal, 
for which informal French con- 
sent had been obtained. was ready. 


Even at that stage, however, it 
was not certain that the proposal 
would go through. Mr. Barnes 
said that he would have to sound 
the U.S. Congress to find out. 
He appears to have had extended 
talks with Senators Percy, Glenn 
and Cranston, among. others. 
which should cxplain why only a 
relatively obscure Congressman 
has objected to the latest Washing- 
ton accord on the ground that 
under it “India has the uranium 
and the U.S. gcts the shaft.” The 
rest of the Congress appears to 
have gone along with the deal. 

The result of the U.S. adminis- 
tration’s soundings at the Capitol 
Hill was communicated to New 
Delhi only a day before Mrs. Gan- 
dhi's departure for the U.S. and 
tt was on that day (July 26) that 
the cabinet committee on political 
affairs was consulted. It promptly 
gave its approval for the agree- 
ment that had been negotiated by 
officials. France was formally no- 
tified that night. 


Vigilance Vital 


The objective of better relations 
with the US. especially at a time 
of acute turmwil in the region, 
iS an unexceptionable one and it 
necd not militate against the equal- 
ly worthwhile objective of pro- 
tecting essential Indian interests 
concerning Tarapur. Ilowever, to 
ensure that none of these intercsts 
is allowed to languish, it will be 
necessary to be vigilant and to cxa- 
mine with particular care the 
small print on the agreement to 
be signed with France. 

For instance, it has yet to be 
clarified that when France takes 
over the responsibility for supply- 
ing enriched uranium for Tarapur 
the safeguards applying to ‘the 
power station and allicd facilities, 
including the reprocessing plant. 
would be caactly the same thal 
were in force before the U.S. 
started insisting on “full-scope” 
safeguards and nw more. This is 
important because the Tarapui 
safeguards do not include the 
“pursuit clause”. The byproducts 
of Tarapur, including the pluto 
nium from the reprocessing plant, 
can therefore be put to unfettered 
use clsewhere. 


The argument that this country 
cannot fretuse to accept a pursint 
clause in its agreement with France, 
having accepied this provision 
in its protocol with the Soviet 
Union for the import of heavy 
water will not wash. The accord 
with Russia has an escape catch; 
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the pursuit ciause disappears if this 
country returns to the Soviet 
Union as much heavy water as i 
might have imported. A similar 
arrangement cannot be made «ith 
France for the simple reason that 
India has no cnrchec uranium ‘to 
return to the donor country. Once 
used in the rcactor, cnriched ura- 
nium, unhke heavy water, cannot 
be restored to its carler state. 

In any case, France is only tal- 
ing over the responsibility § that 
the U.S. was discharging in the 
past. It cannot therefore ask for 
more safeguards than this country 
was prepared to concede to the 
United States. 

It also stands to reason that this 
country must insist on a foolproof 
delivery schedule for French ura- 
nium. After all, the U.S. did not 
formally renege on its commit- 
ments. It achieved this result by 
the subterfuge of delaying the 
shipments unconscionably. 


Tinally, Tarapur will continue 
to need spare parts and compo- 
nents for is proper maintenance 
and safety. The responsibility ‘o 
provide these remains that of the 
\°.S. which cannot disclaim = +, 
especially at a time when it is in- 
sisting on a sity on the reprocess- 
ing of spent fuel. 


15 








NEWSPAPER REPORTS DOUBTS ON NEW TARAPUR AGREEMENT 


Madras THE HINDU in Engi.sh 2 Aug 82 p 1 


[Text } 


Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Aug 82 p 8 


Official Spokesman's Statement 


NEW YORK, Aug 1 
An indian off-cial spokesman asserted on 
Saturday that India's right to reprocess spent 
nuclear fuel would be unaffected by the agree- 
ment for the supply of fuel from France to the 
Tarapur powey plznt . 


india had conveyed to the United States 
even before the agreement the Indian position 

ts nght of m processing as prowded for in 
the 1963 aqrerment 

incha had also told the United States that 
all nghts and obligations following the 1963 
acreemen would cease to be operative once 
the agreement ran out ts 30-year life in 1993 

On both these pots the United States 


taxes a differen wew and the two governments 
wed agreed to hold talks to sort out the dif- 
rences without preyuchee to the arrangement 


io supply of fuel by France 


According to the spokesman, Article 2 (£) 
of the Tarapur agreement of 1963 with the Un- 
ted States says that reprocessing may be 
performed in india upon a joint determination 
by |! partes that safeguards under the agree- 
ment will be effectively applied Article 6 pro- 
vides for safequards and also that whatever 's 
reprocessed is monitored adequately 


The 1963 agreement provides for transfer 
to the international Atormc Energy Agency the 
right to implement the safeguard provisions 
This was done in 1971 when IAEA was authori- 
sed both by india and the United States to ad- 
minister the safequards 

Under the trilateral |AEA-india- US agree- 
men the responsibility for safeguards is thus 
with IAEA and India’s position is that even now 
once the agreement is reached by the three 
parties india has the nat to proceed with 
reprocessing spent fue! 

The spokesman sarc incia had notdied thé 
US. Government 1 June. 1981 that 4 would 
commence reprocessing 

Or. P. C. Alexander, Principal Secretary to 
the Prime Minster, had told the Under 
Secreta: y of State in the US. State Department 
dealing with the subject that india now had the 
nigh to reprocess without takung further action 
except giving legal notice to IAEA The notice 
would mean stipulating dates for commence 
ment of reprocessing so that IAEA can start tak. 
ING ection wt fulfilment of ts Oblgetions 

The US. Government. however. tab es the 
view that inspite of the trilateral agreement 
jot Indo-US determunation is still necessary 
before incha starts reprocessing 


Nuclear Policy Questioned 


[Editorial ] 


| Text | 





THE SKELETAL AGREEMENT announced 
in Washington on the future of the Tarapur 


atomic power station raises some —— 
questions about the consistency and course 

India’s nuclear energy policy. The essence of the 
political deal struck on the occasion of the 


Prime Minister's visit 
ing the 1963 Indo-U. 


to be this: Preserv- 


. agreement for nuclear 


cooperation as the contro! framework. France 
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OPPOSITION LEADERS SCORE TARAPUR AGREEMENT 


Namboodiripad, Jethmalani Remarks 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Aug 82 p 7 


[Text ] 


TRIVANDRUM. Aug. 3.—The gene- 
ral secretary of the CPIiM). ar E 
MS. Namboodirisad.  yesterduy 
described a8 an “atiront to the re 
tion” tae accord fresched by Mrs 
Gandhi with President Reagan on 
neclear fuel, providing for supply 
cf enriched uranium from France. 
reports PTI 

Adgres:ing «a public Meeting 
here, the CrliM) leader said that 
Mrs Gandhi should have told the 
US. Gevernment in no uncertsin 
terms that “it wes guilty of viols 
ting the agreement «with India on 
nuclear fuel supplies”. If the au 
rleur fuel was to come from France 
instead of from the USA, India 
should have entered into an agree 
ment with France directly, Mr Nam 
boodiripad asserted 

Mr Namboodirip.d also criticized 
what he called Mrs Gandhi's “com 


‘“ommunists are causing problems 
for ber”. This. Mr Nam>r sdiripc 4 
said, was aimed at geiting more US 
aid to India. 

One of the objectives of Mis Gan 
dhi'’s visit to the USA. the CPIi M) 
leader said, was for civing an satsu- 
rance that India would abide by 
the terms and conditions of the 
joans sanctioned by the Interns 
tional Monetary Fund. This «as-ur 
ance, he said, in effect amounted te 
bartering away the country’s eco 
nomic independence 


The BJP vice-president, Mr Rom 
Jethmalani, claimed yesterday that 
Virs Gandhi had vot “echieved any- 
thint’ owring ber US visit, since 
the two Main issues be.ween the 
tuo countries—the US «arming of 
Pskistan and nuclear tucl for the 
Tarapur plant—had not been satis 


INDIA 


plaints” to Mr Resgun that “the factorily vettied 


G. K. Reddy Report 
Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Aug 82 p 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI Aug 3 
wne Capestion pasties itens to grees Fer 
a full statement in Part 


clusion of the current session on the 
reached with the US. for the supply of sub 
stitute French fuel for the Tarapur nuclear 
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ts 
decision to abrogate the defunct fuel supply 
in the name of keeping the country s 


that the Reagan 
handie 4 at a relat lower level. without 
[os 
the complexities of the problem. 

Me ee remand Cubes dees 00 
their two-hour meeting in Washington 


Hurned But as & so happened 
senenrttad eeaieaam temmananenteands 
ing Mrs. Gandhi's visit presented a brief draft of 


the proposed accord at the very first meet 
they had with the advance party of Indian 
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There will be a er indication of the 
French thinking and coach only after the 
Prime Minster and the External Affairs Minister 


discussion 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Claude Cheysson He is 
over for two days in Dethi on his way 
back from China primarily to prepare for the 
French President Mr. Mitterrand’s visit to india 


consistent with is own stand on non prolifera 
tron 








PAPER SAYS TARAPUR ARRANGEMENT NOT AN ACHIEVEMENT 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 Aug 82 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text } 


Indian politicians, of the 
right and the left, as a sell 
out. Ironically, a Ame 
rican newspaper it 


then it also pointed out that 
it wes asurrender to necessily 
—#0 as to retain the safeguards 
which woud hare lapsed if 
the Indo-l'S. agreement had 
been simply terminated Indian 
critics of the new arrance- 
ment, under which the fuel 
will come from France are 
mistaken if they believe that 
without continuing US. in- 
volvement the supplier would 
not have insisted on safe 
guards Alleged clandestine 
supplies are a different mat 
ter but France or anyw other 
potential supplier would not 
have waived safeguards under 
a forma) bilatera' agreement. 
If India were really in a post 
tion to run the Tarapur re 
actors with an  indigenousty 
produced  plutonium-uranitum 
mited oxide tuel. the question 
of safeguards would pot have 
arisen and the 1945 = treaty 
could have heen terminated 
without hesitation 

Perhaps Indian capability In 
this respect !¢ not quite so ad- 
vanced as clsimed. perhaps un. 
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not be exaggerated to make it 
look like a major contribution 
to India’s economi or techno 
logical development. Besides. 
New Delhi bas not extracted 
any concession f'om Washing. 
ton. India dic not violate the 
Tarapur treaty: the safeguards 


no part of the safeguarded 
plant and materials was in- 
volved in the Pokharan explo 
sion. It is the USA which went 
oack On its treaty obligation 
to supply all the fuel needed 
to run the plant. That the 
safe wil] continue need 
not, resented since India's 
objection has only been to ex 
terding their scope to cover all 
its nuclear facilities Put be- 
fore the arrangement is fina 
lized. New Delhi may have to 
resist attempts to impose 
somewhat wider safecuards 
than have been applied to 
Tarapur 90 far. More import 
ant, the technical hurdle to re 
rocessing the spent fuel wil! 

ve to be removed: th> pluto 
niam to be extrerted bw repre 
cesting is demonstrably needa 
ed for fast breeder reactors 
and possibly aleo to replate 
enriched uranium fwel § for 
Tarapur. US. recognition of 
this need would be a much 
mote positive gesture than any 
made so far. 


INDIA 











INDIA 


BRIEFS 


NUCLEAR RESEARCH UNIT--BHOPAL--India's second nuclear research centre will 

be located in Bhopal. The first centre ie functioning at Trombay. A team 
consisting of Mr. J. V. Vai, Joint Secretary, Ministry o Atomic Energy, and 
Dr. V. K. N. Lyengar and Mr. Amba Shankaran of the Bhabha Atomic Kesearch Cen- 
tre, Trombay visited Bhopal and approved three sites for ihe centre. [Madras 
THE HINDU in English 1 Aug 82 p 16] 


HEAVY WATER SUPPLY--NEW DELHI, July 28--The requirements of .he Madras atomic 
power station will be met by indigenous production of heavy water, including 
upgradation of low grade heavy water, the Lok Sabha was informed today. The 
newly completed first whit of the Madras power station needs 250 tonnes of 
heavy water to start its operations, Mr. C. P. N. Singh, Minister of State 

for Science ated Technology, told Mr. K. Mallanna in a written reply. Mr. Singh 
said indigenous resources of natural uranium were adequate for the nuclear 
power programme currently envisaged. The total installed capacity vf the atomic 
power stations in operation in the country was 860 MW. The enriched uranium 
sections of the nuclear fuel complex, Hyderabad, are likely to close down in 
the eveat of non-receipt of further supplies of enriched uranium, according 

to Mr. Singh. [Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Jul 82 p 7} 


JAMATA LEADER OPPOSES TARAPUR AGREEMENT--NEW DELHI, Aug. 4--The Janata Party 
leader, Mr. Krishna Kant, has come out against the agreement reached between 
india and the U.S. on fuel supply to the Tarapur atomic power plant. Mr. Krish- 
na Kant, described the agreement as “a steep climb-down by the Prime Minister’ 
and a total reversal of the stand India had taken till now. Mr. Krishna Kant 
contended that refusal of the U.S. to provide fuel would relieve India of the 
corresponding obligations in respect of safeguards and nuclear waste. The 
Prime Minister had not implicitly and explicitly agreed to an amendment of 

the 1963 agreement and had bound the country to all the obligations under it 

in spite of the breach of the agreement by the U.S. He recalled that both 

the Soviet Union and France had directly offered to supply the requisite fuel 
for Tarapur but India had not accepted it. He also recalled the earlier state- 
ment by Indian officials that there was a limit to which India cou!d go on 
accommodating and that the Government was answerable to public opinion. “The 
public opinion has obviously been ignored now in reaching the agreement." Mr. 
Krishna Kant also referred to the adverse effect the agreement would have on 
the efforts to use indigenously developed mixed oxide (MOX) fuel, and said, 
“under American advice Mrs. Gandhi had devalued Indian economy in 1966 and 








now she is devaluing Indian science and scientists." He wanted people and 
Parliament to be told about the compulstion swhich made the Prime Minister 
"to go against the advice of the Department of Atomic Energy and reverse the 


stand hitherto taken by the Government." [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 
5 Aug 82 p 6] 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


VENKATARAMAN VIEWS NUCLEAR EFFORTS--According to reports Pakistan is known 
to be continuing its efforts both for uranium enrichment and spent fuel re- 
processing capability which would enable her to detonate a nuclear device. 
This information was given by Defense Minister Venkataraman during question 
hour in the Rajya Sabha today. He said the government is keeping all de- 
velopments impending on the country's security under constant watch for 
initiating appropriate measures to maintain defense preparedness. He also 
informed the house that there have been cases of violation of India's 
airspace by Pakistari aircraft during the last 2 and 1/2 years. [Text] 
[BK101123 Delhi Domestic Service in English 0830 GMT 10 Aug 82] 


MUNIR CALLS FOR COOPERATION--ISLAMABAD, Aug 21--The Chairman, Pakistan Atomic 
Energy Commission, Mr. Munir Ahmed Khan, has stressed the need for cooperation 
among the developed and developing countries in the field of science and 
technology. Addressing the concluding session of the Seventh International 
Summer College on "Physics and Contemporary Needs" here on Thursday, Mr. Munir 
Ahmed Khan said the developed nations should not only extend monetary assistance 
to developing nations but also help them by sharing knowledge with a view to 
becoming self-sufficient in this vital field. The PAEC Chairman said by shar- 
ing knowledge they would help their counterparts in developing countries to 

do more research work and they will feel that they are also part of this knowl- 
edge. The Summer College was organised by Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission 

as a regular feature. More than 200 scientists from Pakistan and abroad partic- 
ipated in the college. He announced that the college will continue to be held 
in the years to come and the government has committed to support the activities 
of the college. He said President Zia-ul-Haq is keen in the activities of 

the college and he has pledged to patronise it. Mr. Munir Ahmed Khan thanked 
the lecturers and professors from abroad and said the college has concluded 

with very responsive conclusion. [Karachi DAWN in English 22 Aug 82 p 4] 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


FRG MAY TRANSFER TECHNOLOGY TO MEXICO VIA NUCLEP 
Rio de Janeiro GAZETA MERCANTIL in Portuguese 20 Jul 82 pp 1, 14 
[Article by Paris correspondent Mario de Almeida] 


[Text] NUCLEBRAS Heavy Equipment, Inc (NUCLEP), which 

is already constructing the pressure chamber of the Atucha 
2 plant in Argentina through a subcontract with the KWU 
[Kraftwerk Union], may, according to the firm's president, 
Ambassador Paulo Nogueira Baptista, and provided another 
subcontract is received, manufacture all the equipment of 
the reactor system produced by the German firm. The pur- 
pose would be to supply equipment to Mexico, if President 
Elect de la Madrid again takes up the country's nuclear 
program and if the KWU comes out the winner in the compe- 
tition. Nogueira Baptista also asserted recently that, in 
agreeing to subcontract the work to a Latin American firm, 
specifically NUCLEP, the KWU should, in fact, have a 
greater opportunity than its competitors in Latin American 
countries. Yesterday, a spokesman for the firm told our 
editor in Rio that NUCLEP is at the point of establishing 
the conditions whereby it will supply the equipment after 
receiving the subcontracts. 


A positive sign from the general headquarters of Miguel de la Madrid Hurtado, 
president-elect of Mexico, has stirred the interest of competitors for what 
is now the world's most disputed contract: The expansion of the nuclear- 
fueled thermoelectric power plants of that oil-exporting country with a 
budget estimated at $12 billion. 


The forthcoming Mexican government advised the six bidders that it will 
choose the supplier from among that group as soon as President de la Madrid 
takes office at the end of the year. There are six organizations in the 
race: General Electric, Westinghouse and Combustion Engineering, from the 
United States; a Canadian Government consortium; FRAMATOME [Franco-American 
Atomic Construction Company], a French joint company; and Siemens, a German 
firm. 
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Each proposal submitted includes substantial financial provisions, which 
leads to the conclusion that the future Mexican administration will follow 
the same route as that taken by Brazil in the past 3 years--namely, associ- 
ating contracts with suppliers of technology from the industrialized world 
at loans which help turn over the foreign debt. 


There is also an important political aspect involved in the Mexican decision. 
The American competitors are depending upon the neighbor relationship between 
the two countries as the most weighty factor in the decision. The two European 
competitors are using the argument of the advantages of a diversification 

of sources of technological supply. 


But Germany has a particular trump card in that competition. Its repre- 
sentative, the KWU, a former equal partner of Siemens with AEG Telefunken 
and now belonging totally to Siemens, can offer unequaled financial terms 
inasmuch as part of the equipment for the Mexican power plants would come 
from its associate, NUCLEP, a Brazilian firm established in the 1970's to 
produce parts for nuclear reactors. 


The KWU is also willing to divulge its technology for a mechanism similar 
to that of the nuclear accord signed with Brazil 7 years ago. 


The Mexican program is less controversial than the Brazilian, because it 
does not call for the development of the complete cycle of nuclear fuel. 


The manufacture of reactor parts in Brazil is not much less costly than 

in the German parent company. The difference is in the financial arrangements. 
Since NUCLEP is a Brazilian firm, it is not subject to the protocol condi- 
tions which apply to 22 industrialized countries in the area of interest 

on exported equipment. That consensus establishes a maximum payback period 

of 8.5 years at a minimum interest rate of 10.75 percent for average coun- 
tries like Mexico. NUCLEP could offer up to 15 years payback period at 

8 percent interest. 


The financial package of a negotiation of that magnitude contains shelters 
which could be exploited by aggressive countries such as France and even 
Canada. But in the overall picture, the advantage of a payback period with 
Brazilian credit would be unbeatable. By the end of this decade, when the 
Mexican power plants will be in the installation phase, NUCLEP could con- 
tribute 80 percent of the components of a KWU reactor. 


Action of that type was foreseen since the beginning of the Brazilian nuclear 
program. An attempt to supply part of the components for the Atucha 2 power 
plant in Argentina has been under discussion for 2 years, and no definite 
decision has yet been reached. In the contract to be chosen by Mexico, 

the question of relations between countries of greater importance to Latin 
America will also have influence. Many Brazilian firms have discovered 
resistance from Mexican bureaucracy to the import of manufactured goods 

of a higher technological level. 
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That rivalry has been known to exist for decades on the American continent, 
although it is never mentioned in the multilateral meetings convened to 
overcome economic barriers. The change in Mexico City's government and 
also in the pragmatic style of the recently elected de la Madrid may help 
the proposal which includes Brazilian pieces. But no aspect will be as 
important as the financial conditions which, in the end, will be subject 

to payment by the Brazilian contributor. 
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ARGENTINA 


CASTRO MADERO SPEAKS ON FUTURE OF NUCLEAR PROGRAM 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 11 Jul 82 p 23 


[Interview with CNEA Chairman Carlos Castro Madero by Julio Orione; date and place 
not specified] 


([Text} The conflict with Great Britain prompted —h: need to make a thorough exami- 
nation of the problems associated with the country's scientific and technical 
development. The evidence, this time clear to everyone, of the great gap that 
separates us from the more developed countries in critical areas (relating to 
peace as well as war) requires a study of positive and negative results. If we 
ask ourselves where there are positive results in Argentina in the technological 
realm, mention will no doubt be made of the National Atomic Energy Commission 
[CNEA], which has engaged in a vast effort for creation aimed at providing us 
with a nuclear policy of our own. CONVICCION interviewed Vice Adm (ret) Carlos 
Castro Madero, chairman of CNEA, to ask him for an analysis of the work accomplish- 
ed and his thoughts on the need to intensify the formation of a national scienti- 
fic and technical policy of a priority nature. 


CNEA, a Model 


[Question] Would it be valid to claim that CNEA could be a model for other techno- 
logical and industrial areas in Argentina? 


[Answer] With its shortcomings and mistakes, which are only natural, CNEA has 
shown a type of procedure that it is fitting to analyze. It is an institution 
which has sought its own generation of technology, taking two fundamental routes 
in that direction: On the one hand, the care that it took in training human 
resources in the various fields, seeking the highest level. Associated with this 
is the organization of an institute with a high international standing, in which 
nuclear physicists and engineers are trained: the Balseiro Institute. On the 
other hand, it was decided to demand a transfer of technology for the major 
contracts with foreign companies. The latter is a highly important point that 

I wish to stress: It would have been very useful for Argentina if the large- 
sized purchases made by the country in so many areas had always been accompanied 
by an investment (a very small one in comparison with the total amount, in all 
instances) allocated for research and development in those areas. Those two 
fundamental courses of action were supplemented in the nuclear field by the 
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promotion of sectors that the native industry could contribute to achieve self- 
sufficiency. In all the contracting, an attempt was made to give native industry 
and engineering the status that befits them, so that they could follow up the 
nuclear development. 


[Question] How were those determinations of Argentine nuclear policy arrived at? 


[Answer] These courses of action selected by the Commission were a result of its 
having clearcut goals. And the essential aspect of this is that the personnel 
being trained have also been acquiring those common ideas that are always aimed 

at the same goal. This personnel is quite immunized against the changes that 

have occurred as a result of the different political vicissitudes which have taken 
place in the country. Thus, CNEA has become a strong institution, the leadership 
of which does not depend only on the name of the one heading it, but rather on 

the community of ideas among its members. 


Solidarity 


{|Question] For some time, the Commission has had very active ties with other Latin 
American countries. What are the results of that cooperation? 


[Answer] The conflict with Great Britain has demonstrated a great Latin American 
adherence to Argentina, and that has necessitated the country's enduring gratitude 
toward those nations. From the nuclear standpoint, Argentina's solidarity with 
the Latin American countries has been constant, from the beginning. Argentina 

has given and continues to give its cooperation to all the South American coun- 
tries; it has made a genuine transfer of technology to Peru (developed technology 
and all its experience for guiding the Peruvian nuclear program). With Brazil, 
where there has been an excellent relationship in the nuclear field, the stress 

on the cooperation was one of the bases for the new relations with this country. 

I would remind you of the expression of solidarity shown by Argentina when the 
srazilian nuclear plan was attacked by the United States; instead of assuming a 
selfish attitude of isolation and being pleased to see a potentially rival country 
attacked, on the contrary, it gave precedence to the sense of integration and 
brotherhood, and we lent all the support that we could to have that Brazilian 
nuclear plan carried out. 


An Argentine Nuclear Submarine 


[Question] Is the Argentine position toward the Non-Proliferation Treaty still in 
effect? 


[Answer] Once again, in the light of the conflict, I can say that we have seen 
che wisdom of the decision not to sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty confirmed. 
First, because the NPT violates the principle of legal equality of all states, 

it is discriminatory; second, because it does not offer protection against the 
nuclear powers, which was confirmed by events, with the sending of nuclear sub- 
marines by Great Britain. If Argentina had signed the treaty, that action on 

the part of Great Britain would not have been avoided. If this were the case, 

we would have had serious problems in our technological development, owing to 

the limitations in the NPT, and we would not have any benefit when another nation 
used nuclear power for military purposes. 
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[Question] What are the grounds for the possible construction of an Argentine 
nuclear submarine? 


[Answer] Argentina had a great shock when it found that no one spoke up to condemn 
the use of nuclear power for military purposes by the powers that head the policy 
of non-proliferation, one of its leaders. Under those circumstances, ve realized 
that the world apparently considers the use of nuclear submarines to be lawful. 
Therefore, the country cannot accept being at an obvious disadvantage in defending 
its sovereignty. So, it has decided not to limit itself in the future to those 
so-called “non-prohibited" uses of nuclear power; and for this purpose we have 
begun a study that will determine the feasibility, the cost and the time required 
for achieving the national development of a nuclear submarine. This feasibility 
Study will take a year or more and, at that time, it will be submitted to the 
national government, which will decide whether its construction is fitting. 


The Nuclear Plan and the Economic Policy 


[Question] What damage did the Argentine Nuclear Plan suffer as a result of the 
economic policy of the past few years? 


[Answer] The Nuclear Plan has received constant backing from the national govern- 
ment and from the economic authorities, of course, with limitations on the distri- 
bution of funds to the various sectors. One of the problems that has upset the 
progress of the Nuclear Plan is the financing svstem for the plan, whereby only a 
small portion is a contribution from the Treasury funds, and the largest portion 
depends on internal and external loans. Carrying out a plan of this importance 
with short-term loans is a very difficult task. On occasion, the necessary loans 
are not available at the proper time, and this is often reflected in the inability 
to pay promptly and in the resultant costs for delays and interest on debts. 


[Answer] What is the current status of the projects in the plan? 


[Answer] The pace has been geared to the opportunities afforded by the budget. 
The progress has not been halted, but the projects are continuing at a slower 
pace. This will prevent the heavy water plan from going into operation in early 
1984; it will perhaps do so toward the end of that year. The Atucha II Nuclear 
Powerplant will be delayed between a year and a year and a half; and the other 
projects (reprocessing plant, pilot heavy water plant, uranium dioxide production 
plant and others) have been delayed, because the necessary funds were not available 
at the proper time. The future is not very promising, because an adjustment of 
the budget is required (the budget was prepared with guidelines wherein the value 
of the money was that of December 1981), and the process of preparing the buayet- 
ary readjustment will cause further lags. 
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ARGENTINA 


NUCLEAR PLAN CONTINGENT ON EXTERNAL PRESSURES, BUDGET CUTS 
Buenos Aires ENERGEIA in Spanish No 26, Jul 82 p 617 


[Article by Martin F. Yriart: "Nuclear Plan: Pressures, Budgets and Politi- 
cization"] 


[Text] The political context of the “transition” on 1 July does not allow one 
to make any predictions. Rather, it forces one to put a question mark behind 
any government action planned for the future, particularly programs whose 
scheduling extends beyond 1984. 


Nevertheless, three factors seem destined to have a clear influence on the 
course followed by the Nuclear Plan in the near future: external pressures, 
budget restrictions and the human resources available. Obviously, none of 

the three strictly depends on the Nuclear Plan itself, but rather, on the 
conditions under which it is carried out, even though the prestige of the 

CNEA [National Atomic Energy Commission] and the domestic and international 
pulitical value of its accomplishments have been shrewdly used in the past to 
handle difficult situations and, at times of a general slump in the country, 

to provide -- at least for a time -- the means and conditions required in order 
to carry on with nuclear projects. 


On the first of these fronts: external pressures, CNEA circles predict a re- 
occurrence of the situation that arose in 1979 with respect to the awarding 

of the Atucha II nuclear power plant and the Arroyito industrial heavy water 
plant. First of all, as long as the situation caused by the conflict in the 
Malvinas is not cleared up once and for all in favor of one side or the other, 
the countries that sided against Argentina and applied economic sanctions 
(Great Britain, the United States and the EEC) will remain mobilized and, 
while some have formally lifted sanctions, trey will not fail to use the means 
at hand to continue to exert pressure on Argentina, trying to break up the 
internal front. 


However, the incentive of the situation created by the « nflict in the Antarc- 
tic is now joined by the attitude adopted by Argentina in June, announcing 
before the Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency 

that if the IAEA does not rule against the use of nuclear submarines by Great 
Britain, Argentina would interpret that use of nuclear energy as not “outlawed” 
and conclude that it also has the right to use it. Upon his return from Vienna, 
the head of the CNEA, Dr Carlos Castro Madero, confirmed in various articles 











in the press that in his opinion, Argentina was capable of initiating the 
development of nuclear submarines, although he did not specify the time and 
phases of execution or the material and human resources that such a project 
would require. 


Nevertheless. his statements in Vienna reportedly caused considerable concern 
among nuclear powers and led him to predict, a few days ago, that this would 
be one more reason to step up external pressure on independent Argentine 
nuclear development. 


The success of such pressure is to a great extent related to the second front 
ot problems: budget difficulties. It is difficult to imagine how the Argen- 
tine economy would manage major recovery in the near future. The weakness of 
the Argentine peso, caught between the devaluation and the foreign debt, leads 
one to think that the harsh budgetary restrictions adopted at the beginning of 
the year will not be adequate and that as a result of inflation or postpone-- 
ments, the budget assigned to the Nuclear Plan will once again be reduced, 
without any prospect of significant compensation during the next fiscal year 
at least. 


The degree of self-sufficiency achieved and above all, that which will be 
necessary to achieve and consolidate in the immediate future in order to meet 
outside pressures, will require new investments. It is difficult to see how 
the private sector could make a large capital contribution to such investments, 
given the peculiar characteristics of the domestic and international nuclear 
market. Experience shows that to date, private participation has been 
achieved to the extent that the government offered a series of promotional 
measures aimed at reducing the capital risk, providing technology and assist- 
ing in the startup of new investments. 


The third factor, human resources, is also related to the budget, but it has 
another aspect with the process of the political “thaw” ahead. The economic 
aspect does not merely mean the remuneration of research workers and techni- 
cians, a subject already sufficiently debated in the past, but also the avail- 
ability of adequate means for research and development work, meaning the 
existence of programs and projects in keeping with original plans. In addi- 
tion, there is the effect of the “politicization” of the general atmosphere 
in the country. One of the questions posed by the transition has to do with 
the continuation in the future of the climate of calm that has reigned in 
the CNEA over the past six years and that some worriedly compare with the 
agitation prevailing during the preceding period. 


In the meantime, the conflict in the Malvinas has once again emphasized the 
accuracy of the policy of technological self-sufficiency adopted by Argentina 
in the nuclear field, now in the form of technological support for the Armed 
Forces from CNEA experts. What was a natural reaction i. the aggression of 
which the country was a victim and which the short duration of the conflict 
prevented from developing adequately is now becoming a consolidated, long- 
range activity, thus strengthening CNEA resources in the countless technologi- 
cal disciplines it involves. 


11,464 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


NUCLEAR FUSION VIABILITY--Sao Jose dos Campos--The :icientific viability 

of nuclear fusion is to be shown during the next 5 years by a team of 
scientists from the National Space Research Institute [INPE[ in Sao Jose 
dos Campos, coordinated by physicist Daniel Noddmann with the participation 
of researchers from the universities of Campinas and Sao Paulo. Once that 
viability is ascertained, that is, when the process of nuclear fusion begins 
to produce more energy than what is consumed, the Ministry of Mines and 
Energy will establish a national center for nuclear fusion, with head- 
quarters in Rio de Janeiro, to coordinate all research in that field and 
pursue the idea of making the project economically viable, which is aimed 
at the creation of a new technology for the production of electrical energy 
in Brazil. Nelson de Jesus Parada, director of the INPE, said that those 
projects are part of the national physics program for high-density plasmas 
and energy. The process being developed consists in discharging a quantity 
of uranium and thorium, creating a fusion and a magnetic or inertial con- 
finement to avoid an implosion of the material and control the production 
of energy. The INPE, which will have existed 21 years this Tuesday, is 
declining comment on this subject, along with certain military institu- 
tions which are participating in similar research. Meanwhile, it is known 
chat the INPE is already able to reprocess uranium and that, in addition 

to the production of electrical energy, the team coordinated by physicist 
Daniel Noddmann is also researching ways to use atomic energy in the pro- 
pulsion systems of satellites. These systems are employed in the movement 
of the satellite to raise it to a specific orbit or to correct its tra- 
jectory, maneuvers which cannot be performed by the launched rocket itself. 
[Excerpts] [Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 2 Aug 82 p 14] 8568 


NUCLEAR OPPOSITION IN PARAIBA--The Executive Committee for Integrated Studies 
of the Hydrographic Basin of the Paraiba do Sul River (CEEIVAP) is studying 
the possibility of restricting the installation of nuclear power plants 

and plants for reprocessing nuclear fuels in that water basin to preserve 

the quality of the water. Certain technical sectors of the committee dis- 
played strong opposition to NUCLEBRAS [Brazilian Nuclear Corporations] which, 
3 years ago, began the construction of a uranium reprocessing plant--namely, 
the Angra dos Reis plant--alongside the Funil Dam, in Itatiaia, municipality 
of Resende. The dangers this project represents for the principal source 

of drinkable water for metropolitan Rio will be discussed at a seminar on 

the “Declaration of Rights of the Paraiba River," to be held on 3 and 4 
August at the auditorium of the Federal Savings Bank under the auspices 
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O GLOBO and Light. A CEEIVAP censtruction group drew up a plan for macro- 
zoning the Paraiba River basin, indicating places suitable for urban expan- 
sion, the installation of industries, agropastoral use, forest reserves, 

and so on. The group recommended that a ban be placed, throughout the basin 
area and as far as Campos, on the installation of industries which contain 
nondegradable substances with a high level of toxicity in their final effluents. 
The same recommendation applies to the installation of industries of the 
chlorosoda type with mercury cells and industries manufacturing organochlori- 
nated pesticides. Factories of this type already exist in Resende and Barra 
Mansa, such as Cyanamid and Du Pont. Another restrictive measure put out 

by the committee applies to the installation of industries which market 
proven carcinogenic substances taken orally, in accordance with publica- 
tions put out by the International Center for Cancer Research, in Lyon, 
France, and with the International Registry of Potentially Toxic Chemical 
Products, of Geneva, Switzerland. The technicians also made recommendations 
with regard to the use of agricultural and cattle-raising land, the preser- 
vation of the vegetation and mineral extraction. [Excerpts] [Rio de 

Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 27 Jul 82 p 9] 8568 


CSO: 5100/2237 
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GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


URANIUM EXPLORATION--THE French company, COGEMA, which has in the past three 
years been exploring for uranium in Guyana is now engaged in exploration drill- 
ing in the Mazaruni. A senior Geology and Mines official explained that the 
drilling exercise is intended to determine the existence of the uranium depos- 
its. Basic geo-chemical work and aerial and ground radiation test have already 
been done in this exploration area. Uranium, a nuclear fuel, is sometimes 
present near the surface, enabling surface mining but can also be found at 
considerable depths, requiring drilling. COGEMA, which is wholly owned by 

the French Atomic Energy Authority, has been working in Guyana since 1979. 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 82 p 1] 
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EGYPT 


MISMANAGEMENT AT NUCLEAR ORGANIZATION 

Cairo AL-‘UMMAL in Arabic 10 May 82 p 3 

[Text] What is going on in the Agency of Nuclear Elements? 

This question still has to be answered, but the answer is alsready becoming 
clear. There are documents that say there are piles of irre; alarities and 

illegal acts taking place inside the agency. 

There are buildings that were erected then left to house the beasts of the 

desert, instead of being used by the agency. There are equipment that were 
imported for millions of pounds then laid to rest in warehouses. 


A Union Suspension: 





Becuase the union committee it. the agency is totally concerned with putting 
public funds to good use, it has submitted memos and complaints to the Minister 
of Industry Mr FPu'ad Abu Zaghlah, urging him to investigate these occurences.... 
But this did not please Dr Mustafa al-Ayuti, the director of the agency, so he 
issued Act No 148 of the year 1982, dated 4 May 1982, whereby he ordered the 
suspension of ‘Abd al-Basar ‘Abd al-Azim ‘Abdul Fattah, who for the agency, 


for three months, without considering his union position. 


Mr ‘Abdul-Fatah is the secretary general of the Union Committee for the Workers 
of the Agency. In doing so Mr al-Ayuti acted in complete disregard of union 
laws, namely Law No 35 for the year 1976, amended by Law No 1 for the year 
1981. This took place because said union official “dared” to notify the minis- 
ter of industry, out of concern for the wasted public funds in the agency, 
about the illegalities taking place there. 


Nor was the director of the 4mency satisfied with this; he ordered, in the same 
decree, that half the salary of Mr ‘Abdal-Fatah be suspended starting with the 
date of the suspension of his job. 


Minister of Industry Takes Honest Stand 
In view of all the facts mentioned in the memo cf the Union Committee for the 


Workers of the Agency, presented to the minister of industry, Mr Abu Zaghlah 
ordered the establishment of an investigating committee to study the allegations 
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made in the memo. Accordingly Mr Ahmad Kamal Salim, the legal advisor to the 
minister of industry, sent a letter to Muhammad ‘Abdal-Nabi al-Madawi, head of 
the Union Committee of the Agency. The letter, No 12-123, and dated 2 May 
1982, explained that considering the agreement to establish a committee in the 
Ministry of Industry and Minerals to investigate the conditions of the Agency, 
an agreement that was reached in a meeting of the minister of industry with 

the members of the Union Committee, it was also agreed to postpone the meeting 
of the general assembly of the Union Committee, originally scheduled for 3 May, 
till after the investigative committee had finished its study. 


AL-UMMAL, with its concern for public funds that are in fact the property of 
the people, and considering that it is the newspaper that expresses the voice 
of the toiling class which is in fact the proprietor of these funds, feels it 
necessary to expose in all trankness, and through the doucments of which it is 
in possession, a number of events that are taking place inside the Agency. We 
hope to enlighten the investigation carried out by the Ministry of Industry in 
this respect. We will relate the story from the beginning. 


One chapter of the story is related by Mr Fu'ad Darahim, secretary general of 
the General Union of Mineral Workers and Stonecutters. According to him the 
Agency was previously run by one of Egypt's most eminent scientists, Dr Shazli 
Muhammad Shazli. When he assumed the job of director of the Agency he sought 
hard to turn science into a tool that serves production. Therefore he estab- 
lished productive projects, like the pilot uranium mines, the black sands fac- 
tory in Rashid, and other vital projects in this field. These projects were 
meant to exploit the results of scientific research for the purpose of actual 
production. Foreign companies began to invest in these projects, including 
Canadian firms, among others. 





A University Auditorium 


But there was a group of scientists that wanted science for the sake of science, 
and considered the agency part of the university--and a step towards gaining 
academic devrees--in order that they may sell their experiences abroad. These 
scientists formed a front to oppose production. 


They adopted the principle that the Agency of Nuclear Elements was a scientific 
agency. They launched a disagreement with Dr Shazli, the director of the agency, 
and gradually expanded the friction into other areas, like creating tension 
between the workers and the scientists. They then raised the issue of the 
democratic practices of the administration of the Agency, and incited some 
scientists in the Agency. 


At the same time there was a sharp conflict, for reasons that had nothing to 

do with this controversy, between Dr Shazli and Mr Taha Zaki, the former minis- 
ter of industry, who was trying to revoke the decision .o establish the agency, 
so that he would have the chance to establish a board of directors that he would 
preside upon. His attempts, however, came to nothing after the State Council 
twice opposed him due to the illegality of the act. 


The campaign of the scientists would not have succeeded had Mr Taha Zaki not 
intervened. He relieved Dr Shazli of his post and requested that Dr Mustafa 
al-Ayuti be delegated to head the Agency. 
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The victims were the workers and the production. But let us now turn to the 
fate of the agency after the departure of Dr Shazli. 


The Story of the Qatmiyyah Headquarters 


Instead of investing the funds spent by the agency in erecting buildings, buy- 
ing equipment and the like, the agency, and for no logical reason, turned away 
from all this. Ome can even say that what is now taking place in the agency's 
headquarters in Qatmiyyah is a dangerous precedent. After the agency obtained 
a plot of 150 fedans the Qatmiyyah area, prefabricated buildings were imported 
from Sweden, special construction works and additions built into the main head- 
quarters for administration as well as four other buildings and a workshop, 

the costs of which exceeded half a million pounds, in addition to erecting a 
wall, opening pavements inside the plot that cost 150,000 pounds, building 

four security towers, a security building, a cafeteria and sidewalks, all of 
which cost some 90,000 pounds, besides purchasing equipment to provide 412 
kilowatts of electricity for the building at a cost of 93,000 pounds, and other 
equipment as a reserve source of electricity for the computer, with a cost of 
42,000 pounds, the project was abandoned. Stranger still, abandoning the 
agency's buildings in the Qatmiyyah site which had cost so much will prevent 
the operation of the computer that was purchased from the Research Center of 
Scientific and Statistical Computers in the Cairo University, at a cost of 
approximately 200,000 pounds, whereas the agency has already bought all the 
necessary equipment to operate the computer in Qatmiyyah, also from said center 
and from E.A. C. L. at a cost of about 15,000 pounds, and prepared an industrial 
site for the equipment at a cost of 10,000 pounds. An air conditioning unit 
for the computer building was also bought at the cost of 30,000 pounds, All 
this is added to the monthly maintenance cost for the upkeep of the computer, 
which runs at-the rate of 3,000 pounds a month paid to E.A. C. L. Co. 


They Are Looking for Another Site 


After the expenses of the establishment of the Qatmiyyah site had exceeded one 
million pounds, the scientists at the agency came up with a new idea: Abandon- 
ing the Qatmiyyah site and moving to Inshas in the Sharqiyyah Province, where 
the headquarters of the Agency of Nuclear Energy already exist. All this in 
spite of the fact that the Agency affiliated to the Ministry of Industry, and 
attached to its mines along the coast of the Red Sea, its Monazite and Zircon 
factory in Rashid and its exploration missions in the desert, whereas the 

Agency of Nuclear Energy is affiliated to the Ministry of Electricity and Energy, 
and is naturally situated in Inshas because that site is close to the nuclear 
reactor there. So what is the connection then between the two agencies? 


One must also remember that the transfer will incur upon the workers of the 
Agency of Nuclear Elements additional expenses for relocation. 


Story of the Miskat Mine 
These were not all the irregularities committed. Furthermore, there is a pilot 


mine in the area of Miskat and al-'Aradiyah. A committee was established from 
outside the Agency of Nuclear Elements to evaluate the mining activities in 
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the area, in spite of the efforts and funds spent over studies, research pro- 
jects and academic theses conducted by the scientists of the Agency over a 
period of a quarter century. Besides, the report of the committee was never 
published, so it was never known if Uranium was in fact discovered in the area, 
and if it was not then this would perhaps mean all the studies will have to be 
started anew. In this context the whole effort would have been nothing more 
than mere practice and a training field, when it had cost over 2.5 million 
pounds. 


Furthermore, no steps have yet been taken to purchase the factory that was 
decided to be established in the mines area to extract and refine crude uran- 
ium, the blueprints for which are found in the Canadian report, for whic the 
Agency of Nuclear Elements had paid about 52,000 pounds to the Melbourne Co in 
Canada. 


And the Story of the Monazite Factory 


What happened to the Agency's headquarters in Qatmiyyah is now happening to the 
Monazite and Zircon factory in Rashid, despite the fact that the latest equip- 
ment were purchased for the factory, at a cost of over half a million pounds. 
This equipment has been waiting in the warehouses of the Agency's site in 
Qatmiyyah since May 1981. A road was also built to connect the factory to the 
Rasheed public highway, at a cost of 18,000 pounds, in addition to the purchase 
of a large electricity generator that cost 93,000 pounds, and the erection of 
three administrative buildings and a workshop that cost some 282,000 pounds. 


Strangely enough, the administration of the Agency h ‘ied the erection of the 
prefabricated buildings designated for the factor), while work is now going on 
to establish these buildings on the site of the Agency of Nuclear Energy in 
Inshas. 


Finally, The Budget 


The administration of the agency was not satisfied with all this trouble and 

the funds it wasted starting projects which it did not put to use later. It 
even started manipulating the funds that come under the third item in the budget 
of the agency, and which presumably were allocated for investment projects. 
These funds exceed 3 million pounds. The administration, in its purchasing 
operations, concentrated on requesting equipment, chemicals and glass containers 
for the workshop, of the same type with which the Agency's warehouses and work- 
shops in Inshas are overflowing. These funds were requested in the budget of 
the Agency and allocated to provide for the expenses of its basic projects. 

But the administration now is not paying any attention to these basic projects, 
as indicated by the establishment of a committee for purchases that does not 
include a single person who works in the Agency's basic projects: the mine 

and the factory. 


In the end, AL-UMMAL wants to reveal these irregularities that have led to the 
mismanagement of public funds in a wasteful way. We are laying the facts 
before the Minister of Industry to protect public funds from this phenomenon of 
irresponsibility in the Agency of Nuclear Elements. 


9945 
CSO: 5100/5008 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


TAIWAN NUCLEAR CUTBACK BAD NEWS FOR SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 11 Aug 82 p 14 


[Article by Adam Payne] 
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FRANCE 


CLANDESTINE ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUPS FIGHT CHOOZ PLANT 
Paris LE MONDE in French 31 Jul 82 pp l, 19 


[Article by our special correspondent Danielle Rouard: “Demonstrations by Steel 
Workers and Environmentalists: The 'Desperados' of the Ardennes"] 


(Text] Charleville-Mezieres--At the Chiers plant, a 
subsidiary of Usinor, in Vireux-Molhain (Ardennes) 
threatened with closing by the restructuring of the 
French steel industry, the inter-union FO [Workers 
Force]-CFDT [French Democratic Confederation of Labor]- 
CGC [Confederation of Managerial Personnel] has increased 
its activities since the beginning of the year. The CGT 
[General Confederation of Labor], which is the majority 
union, has taken numerous steps with the management of 
Usinor and the administration likewise, clandestine 
groups under the sign V.V. (Vireux vivra [Vireux will 
live]) have claimed various operations that are 
increasingly violent. 


In an establishment committee meeting held in Paris 28 
July, management has just announced the opening of nego- 
tiations in September. On 31 July at Chooz, located 
four kilometers from Vireux-Molhain, V.V. and the 
Franco-Belgian Action Front, a clandestine anti-nuclear 
movement, are calling for a demonstration against the 
construction of a second nuclear power plant on the 
Site. What does this common initiative between steel 
workers and anti-nuclear supports at Vireux-Molhain 
represent? 


Vireux--"We are not anti-nuclear by idealism but by necessity. What is the big 
deal with nuclear? But opposing the construction of the second power plant at 
Chooz is the greatest means of pressure that we have against the government 

and the administration to make them take us seriously.” This steel worker at 
the Chiers plant, after more than twenty years in the plant, remains a 

moderate for whom violent action is a timely necessity and not a “vocation.” 
There are many among the eight hundred twenty-seven employees of the firm that 
think the same. Under the banner of the inter-union FO-CFDT-CGC, they are 
defending their jobs, ready for everything. Since the creation of the first 





Chooz power plant 4 kilometers from Vireux-Molhain, where Chiers is located, 
factory closings have increased. The slogan "Nuclear equals wilderness” has 
made strikes in public opinion. The construction of a second power plant will 
only make the job situation more serious. “(There are] few jobs for Vireux 
residents and that's not all. Unskilled digging labor for steel workers,” they 
are saying around here. 


Occupations of the Charleville-Mezieres train station and of bank agencies, 
holding the firm's managerial personnel, stealing the ballot boxes during the 
first round of the cantonal elections, demonstrations with the Chooz anti-nukes, 
battles with the police whose helicopter even caught several bullets. In sum, 
for the past seven months, the Chiers steel workers and the Vireux-Molhain 
population have lived under the fires of resistance. The La Buchere castle, 
vesidence of the president of Usinor, of which Chiers is a subsidiary, now 

has burned walls. On 12 July three hundred persons saw the fire. Some steel 
workers who were furious about being stood up by management officials that 

they were expecting for a planned meeting set the fire. 


In the plant, some are resolutely hostile to this state of affairs but prudently 
keep quiet. "We don't want to get a bullet in the back,” they tell us. A very 
convinced minority has been leading the struggle since last Christmas. Its 
success is due to the fears that it can inspire--management officials of the 
firm have evacuated their families for safety reasons--but also to the obvious- 
ness of its objectives and the effectiveness of its means. 


Last December. The closing of the Chiers factory is confirmed. The inter-union 
is formed, without the CGT which is, however, the majorit, union in the plant. 
The latter considers that it has not been consulted py che unions. It is 
skeptical of those who took the initiative for the “inter” as they call it 

here. Among them, a former CGT delegate who set up the FO section several 

years ago. 


Finally, the CGT prefers to negotiate the fate of Vireux at the highest level, 
with Usinor and with the government. The leaders of the inter-union analyze 
things differently. At first they present an industrial project making the 
survival of Chiers at Vireux possible. The plant would become an experimental 
field for advanced technologies, “an industrial risk to be taken with the help 
of the administration.” This project was not considered. 


Then the “inter” presented a social project guaranteeing the employment contract 
of the current employees for ten years. The legal entity of the firm would be 
maintained, with Usinor's guaranty, while new activities were being sought. 


But how were they to be taken seriously? 


The Givet point, this valley which goes through the splen. id Ardenne forests, 
knows that it is ignored by the rest of France. Three hundred thousand 
inhabitants in a department which holds one of the unemployment records “has 
no weight in the elections,” it is explained. EDF [French Electric Company) 
officials chose to build the largest nuclear plant in Burope here. It has a 
power of four times 1,300 megawatts, is seventeen times more powerful than the 
current power plant. The Chooz site was selected because of the low population 
density, they tell you here. 
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Just Like Asterix 


»sertion has become an obsession here. "When we feel small compared to the 
government, to EDF, to the large trusts, the only weapon is to get into spec- 
tacular activities which make the front page of the newspapers,” explains one 
of the “inter” founders. "“Vireux, a small lost Gallic village, like Asterix,” 
he explains sardonically. {[Trans. note: Asterix is a popular comic strip 
character in France who single-handedly opposes the occupying Roman army in 
Gaul. ] 


They meant what they said. But how far would they venture into illegal 
activities? Differences of opinion on this point were not long in surfacing. 


"The union organization can, in no case, support actions like burning the 
castle. You have to set limits,” declares a CFDT official of the “inter” who 
is also secretary of the departmental CFDT metallurgists union. According to 
him, the time has come for negotiating “within the unions and not short- 
circuiting them.” 


But, “Lots of folks around here no longer believe in parties or unions. The 
only thing that counts is defending their jobs,” says Franz Hubert, a Chiers 
employee for twenty-seven years, FO delegate after breaking with the CGT. 
This uncontested leader of the “inter” and a cheerful character to boot 
expresses a broadly shared viewpoint. The national leadership of FO has sent 
him several reprimands. 


Andre Bergeron, during the forty-eight hour sequestration of three Chiers 
officials, sent him a telegram telling him to end that action which was "incom- 
patible” with union responsibility. 


Other members of the “inter,” affiliated with the CGC, have had similar 
experiences. As for the CGT, which is absent from the “inter,” its membership 
is divided. Because of that, it has participated in several “inter” actions, 
such as the march on Paris. 


Clandestine Groups 


Behind the disagreements on the means of actions, the problem of union power 
has arisen since Christmas. In February a clandestine group that attacked the 
tax collection office at Fumay, near Vireux, with explosives appeared. The 
action was signed V.V., a sign that was to be found again a little later after 
demonstrations under the slogan “Vireux will live” and even on t-shirts sold 

in town. Who is V.V.? Obviously everyone here has his theory. Everyone or 
nearly everyone knows each other here. But its another matter when it comes to 
certainty, and especially to expressing it aloud. 


From February to the end of July V.V. signed increasingly serious actions. The 
T.V. relay at Revin was disconnected, the EDF garage attacked. In Givet it 

was the T.V. relay and the tax office; in Montherme, in Nouzonville, in 
Charleville, trees cut down; in Aubrives, a volley of explosives over the 
quarry; in Foisches, a high voltage pylon was attacked with explosives. This 
last operation, which was delicate but successful, makes some Vireux inhabitants 
Say that there is perhaps an "“anti-nuke hand” in the business. 





In fact, for the past three years there has been an “Ardenne Common Front,” 
including environmental associations, anti-nukes, the PSU [Unified Socialist 
Party], and the PS [Socialist Party], which got out right away, against the 
construction of the Chooz nuclear power plant. A rare fact: on the Givet 
point, a great majority of the anti-nukes are working class people born in 
that area. But after 10 May, explains one of the founders of the Franco- 
Belgian Action Front which is clandestine and anti-nuclear, created after 10 
May, “Those of us who had voted for the Socialists got the picture. Now we 
will fight to the bitter end." 


This front, structured in autonomous groups, under the direction of a collective 
group which sets the objectives of the action, has demonstrated un:elentingly 
with increasingly tough actions. 


Is it a sign of the times? The inter-union was quickly bypassed by the groups, 
V.V. and others such as the “Disgusted” or "Conscious Workers"--a cloud of 
Clandestine names behind which are groupsoffolks who judge that the union banner 
is ineffective against the measures closing factories. On 3l July the usual 

end of the month demonstration by the Chooz anti-nukes was, for the first time, 
called by the Franco-Belgian Action Front and the V.V., that is, by clandestine 
groups. 

For their part, officialsof the plant have just partially accepted the “inter” 
social project. “One success which shows that the “inter™ was on the right 
track,” says one of its members. The meeting of the establishment committee 
with all of the union organizations was also positive for those whose priority 
is action within a union framework. 


A meeting was set for September when the French steel plan has been defini- 
tively decided upon. “But that is no reason to iet up on the pressure," say 
certain people at Chiers who are getting ready to act along side of the anti- 
nukes on 31 July. 


9969 
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CLANDESTINE ANTI-NUCLEAR ‘VIREUX VIVRA* ORGANIZER 
Paris LE MONDE in French 31 Jul 82 p 19 


[Interview with unnamed organizer of “Vireux vivra:" “To Defend Vireux"; 
date and place not specified] 


[Text] [Question] We asked one of the V.V. organizers how this movement was 
created. 


[Answer] The first action signed by V.V. was the attack of the Fumey tax office 
in March. As early as December it was clear that the condemnation of Chiers 
has been pronounced. The traditional union struggle had been exceeded. For 
the problem of Vireux as elsewhere, striking is an outmoded weapon, like a WWI 
carbine against ground-to-air missiles. There was no question of having the 
workers loose money for nothing. We had to get right down to brass tacks. 

And sign. The tax office action, carried out by a small number, was a warning 
to the administrations and to the political power. That was a surprise for 
everyone. Then other actions followed, crescendo. 


We are not kamikazes. We want to go as far as possible, but in a thoughtful 
way. We refuse to give in but we evaluate the risks. The rule in this field 
is 50-50. We select the objectives of our actions as a function of past or 
future negotiations. We are against gratuituous violence. 


[Question] What are the objectives of the movement? 


[Answer] Since the beginning, to defend Vireux. And now, perhaps go beyond the 
borders of Vireux, to the departmental level. Knowing where we are going, as 
we have known until now. Causing material damages is not serious. But, for 
us, human life is the most precious possession. 


[Question] How are you organized? How many of you are there in the V.V.? 


[Answer] There are several dozen of us. V.V. got started quickly with a few 
very determined buddies. Each one evaluates what the person he brings in is 
worth, what he thinks, No backing out. Discretion, determination, availability 
are the qualities required for recruitment. Any breach provokes exclusion. 

You have to use your muscle, but also your head. 
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Each group acts on one action, in a compartmentalized way. The groups do not 
know each other. A small group instigates V.V. action. There is no real 
hierarchy. As for the equipment, up until now we have always managed to find 
some. 


[Question] In the eyes of public opinion, are you assuming a role of terrorists, 
as some say? 


[Answer] In fact, we are men who defend ourselves, who redress wrongs, of all 
political and union tendencies. We do not make these tendencies a criterion 
for recruitment, but we are careful to avoid any confusion. As for the risks 
of being over-run, we are aware of them. Until now we have succeeded in over- 
seeing everything we have done. In no case do we want to create headquarters 
for violent action. 
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